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Notice

Most chapters in this thesis have previously been published in article form. For consistency, 
all chapters were adapted to British English, laboratory values were converted to SI units, 
and references were converted to Vancouver Style. 

Chapter 2 is an extended and updated version of an article originally published in 2009.

Additional figures were added to most chapters. In chapters that present the results of 
original research, additional figures were selected only from examinations included in 
the described studies. All radiology images were selected from examinations performed 
at the department of Radiology of VU University Medical Centre. All endoscopy images 
were selected from examinations performed at the department of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology of VU University Medical Centre. 



I proceed. “…Stigand, the patriotic archbishop of Canterbury, found it advisable—” 
‘Found WHAT?’ said the Duck. 

‘Found IT,’ the Mouse replied rather crossly: ‘of course you know what “it” means.’ 
‘I know what “it” means well enough, when I find a thing,’ said the Duck:  

‘it’s generally a frog or a worm. The question is, what did the archbishop find?’

—Lewis Carroll, Alice’s adventures in Wonderland
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